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BRBTHRBN EVANGELIBT. 


Poetry. 


* 


FATHEE. HOLD MY HAUD. 

Por I tne Lord thy God wlll hold thy right hand, 
saytngunto ttiee, Fear noi; I wlll help ihee.— lna. 
41 1 13. 

When heavy clouds o'erspread my sky. 
And on the path I travel by 
There falls no cheering ray oi light. 
And I must walk by faith, not sight, 
Then, Father, hold my hand, 

I will not fear the darkest night. 
The darkness shall be as the light; 
No phantom terrors shall alarm, 
I knnw I cannot sufïer harm, 

Ií Thou will hold my hand. 

When rough and stony grows my way, 
And hi nd ran ces my progress stay; 
When faint and sore, I stumble on, 
And long to know my journey done, 
O, Father, hold my hand. 

Though heavily my burden press, 
I will not love and trust Thee less: 
When Bteeper grows my weary way, 
Help me to follow and obey. 

And closer hold my hand, 

Or, if some time the sun should shine. 
And brighter, happier days be mine; 
If I with joy should lift my head, 
And smile to find the shadows íled, 
Slill, Father, hold my hand. 

Should grasses spring beneath my feet, 
And I should gather flowers sweet; 
I would not wonder írom Thy side, 
O, gracious Lord, with me abide, 
And ever hold my hand. 

Hold Thou my right hand all' the way, 
Be Thou my comíort, help and stay; 
And when my journey all is pasl. 
O, lead me saíely home al last, 

Holding my Father's hand, 

/tflMl G. //oi/. 


Contributions. 

ANOUÍTIHG WITH OIL. 

JACOB C. CASSEL. 

Is any sick aniong ynti ? Ltt him call 
for the elders of the chttrrh, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil, in 
the name of the Lord. And the prayer of 
faith shall save the sick, and the Lord 
shall raise him up ; and if he have com- 
mitted sins, they shall be forgiven him. 
Confess your faults one to another, and 
pray one for another, that ye may be 
healed. Jamess: 14-16. 

Every now and then I read in the E van.- 
gelist of some aged, hopelessly afílicted 
"pers CT belng prayctf over, ami ïinninted 
wTtTToil in the na me uf the Lord, ostens i- 
bly to die. This is an incomprehensible 
performance to me, there being neither 
precept, nor examplc for it anywhere in 
God's word. We beratepcdo-baptists for 
infant sprinkling, and yet there is as niuch 
scriptural ground for it, as for anointing 
people to die. 

Until recently, I was in utter ignorance 


as to why our brethren anointed as they 
do, and when I was told that the raising 
up in James 5:15, referred to the resur- 
rection, I was thoroughly astoníshed. I 
believe such a construction of the lan- 
guage of James to be a positive error for the 
following reasons : 

First. Because the resurrection from the 
dead is to be universal, for both saintand 
sinner, and anointing cannot make it any 
morè so. 

Secondly. Because the resurrection is 
not under consideration in that part of the 
Epístle of James which refers to anointing, 
neither in the text nor the context. 

Thirdly. If the resurrection from the 
dcad depended upon being anointed, very 
few would be resurrected, as very few of 
our own church ?re ever anointed, and 
scarcely any in other churches, except in 
the Cathoüc church, which I understand, 
also anoints people to die. 

Fourthly James 5 : 14-16 refers point- 
edly, clearly, and definitely to sickness, 
and healing, and to do nothingelse, except 
to the pardon of incidental sin. 

Fiftly. The term raising up which 
James uses is not the same as is nsed in 
other scriptures relating to the resurrec- 
tion from the dead. The original term 
for raising up is "KCKIN," and the ori- 
ginal for resurrection is "anastasis." The 
former conveys the idea of a rousing 
up, or getting up. The latter idea of 
bringing forth a ncw life froinanold seed, 
which is just exactly what resurrection 
from the dead is to be, hence James can- 
not refer to the resurrection because he 
does not use the term that expresses the 
idea of a resurrection. Some one may 
say, was not Lazarus restirrectcd? I sim- 
ply answer no. He was raised up to mor- 
tal life, but not resurrected te immortali- 
ty. Just so the sick may be "raised t/p" 
from the elutehes of dealh by prayer, and 
anointing, but noi resurrected to immor- 
tal life. 

James says, "The prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall raise 
him up." Now what shall the prayer of 
faith save from, from the thing referred 
to in the previous verse, or from some- 
thing that is not mentioned at all? To 
be saved from sickness is one thing, to be 
saved from sin is quíte another thing, and 
as sin has so far, not becn mentioned by 
the Aposti e, he cannot refer to the salva- 
tion from sin, especially so, in this case, 
as immediately following he says, "an/l\f 
he have committcd sins they shall be for- 
given him. (Ilalics mine. ) What does 
the conjunciion and imply ? It i m pi tes 
the conjiinction of two or morè separate 
things or íduas, What are the two things 
mentioned in this connection ? First, 
sickness from which he is to be saved and 


raised up, and second, sin which is to be 
forgiven. 

Now, what does salvation from sickness 
mean, from a plain common sense stand- 
point, becoming well in this life, or being 
resurrected in the life to corae, which is 
already the common heritage of mankind? 
To any unprejudiced mimi the question 
would settle i tself without any further quaii- 
fication, but it almost appears as if the 
Apostle had foreseen the skeptícism that 
would obtain in the world upon this sub- 
ject, at least he puts a settler upon it 
in the i6th verse when he says, "Confess 
your faults one to another, and pray one 
for another, ihai ye may be healed" (Ilal- 
ics mine. ) Healed from what, sickness, 
or sin ? Who will dare to ventnre the as- 
sertion that healing here refers to the par- 
don of sin, when that term is not used to 
express that idea, even when bodily sick- 
ness is not in question. 

The forgiveness of sin, and the resur- 
rection from the dead had been the theme 
of all the Apostles through all their min- 
istry, and they treated those subjeets in 
the clearest, most pointed manner possi- 
ble. There is, therefore, not a shade of 
reason why James in the closing up of his 
epistle should refer to them in language so 
foreign to them that no plain, common 
sense mind could understand him. Ad- 
mit that God is unchangeable, ad- 
mit that Jesús Christ is the same yester- 
day, to-day and forever, admit that the 
Holy Ghost, the third person of the trín- 
ity, is vested with all the powers of Christ 
the second, then this question of anoint- 
ing with oil for the healing of the sick is 
forever settled. 

If there were no other prophecy, pre- 
cept, or example, in the whole Bible bear- 
ing on divine healing the language of 
James alone would establish itin the mind 
of any unsophisticated school giri, or of 
any unprejudiced scholar. Oureyes have 
been blinded by the rebrobacy, and skep- 
ticism by which we have been environed, 
so that we are slow to believe the simplest 
truth ; let us cast off our pre-conceived 
ideas and read the word as it is given to 
us by inspiration, and thus corae unto a 
new, and higher, and holier life. But let 
not every scared sinner, every cold pro- 
fessor, and every vain babbler suppose 
that they can just come to the Lord for 
healing, because i; is promised to his 
saints. James says it is for those who pray 
for one another, aiul forgiveone another's 
faults. 

The Apostle James does, however, not 
stand alone as a teacher of Divine heal- 
ing ;. in fact he only corroborates what the 
Saviour taught upon the subject. Away 
back in Ex. 15 : 26 we read, "If thou wilt 
diligently hearken to the voiceof the Lord 


t 


